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analysis of a-priori attitudes (Pre-factual emotionally held biases) .

All field trips, as well as classroom sessions, were designed to sensatize all 47
individuals to the human conditions in which we all lived. It was stressed, again and
again, that the beginnings of Community Development imply changing human lives--- the
most serious task that anyone can undertake. As a consequence, one cannot lightly or
glibly vocalize existing ideas without becoming sensative to the reality of the lives of
their countrymen--all of their countrymen, including themselves. Sensativity meant
new ways of looking at the human. Condition; To see not only intellectually, or
historically or physically but humanly.

All the data which was made available by the experts to the participants was
used only as a beginning for questipning. Nowhere was the seminar designed to
propound a particular or specific form of conceptualization. In fact, the Expert in
Training saw this as an opportunitty to give the participants all the alternatives
possible (given the length of time available) for them to make maximum alternative
choices in ideas. Participation in the workings of the seminar stressed the idea that
this was not a oneway, frcm Professor to student, form of indoctrination. Rather it
emphasized a mutual (a communal) sharing of ideas, experiences and expertise.
Reticent-to-talk members were unashamedly pressed to air their views.

Detates on an variety of topics involving developmeﬁt were scheduled. Individuals
were asked to judge one another’s performance openly and critically.

One drawback to the seminars was the fact that they took place in make-shift
quarters in which continuous small group discussions, social participation and evening
association, was completely missing. The physical setting of the entire program was,
from the start, a handicap.

During the second seminar many scheduled personal conferences were initiated.
These were designed to allow the more reticent, less garralous merﬁbers, access to the
international staff in situations where they could, privately and without pressure of
competitive behavior, express themselves conceruing their ideas of development. These
private sessions turned out to be learning situations for the expert in training, He
learned a great deal about attitudes held by members of this society toward many
facets of life in Taiwan.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
SEMINAR IDEALS

BY DR. LEON SINDER

BREMEBATOIRIR s A2+ E+—AEZXR 5 —AMAT OB
HWARRAERE @R > TERINRZM > AMIR T BZRIE s EHAEE s h A
BRWEZHRBHEES » AAAZRIH NI BERA Ak s FA R » &%
AT s AT B LR s ABRRAAIRZITHE s xR
—BAE DA RMA AL FIIE s BRAAARFR > BRAM AR LI BEE Sl &
- ERBIATRR LR G BAR AR BBEZ A s RARIE R A TRA S L
BWERE > REFABRAEZ AR o LA T EAXBRE > HARXGEIARY
s B ARE LI H LR > HARAE AMZAR » RRART » TALX
Ao AR EREARGER TG RREE » ARFIRT—HRERAL » BHRX
PESIMBH > ARAE -

The expert in training created the program in the second seminar and aided in its
creation in the first (a factor of arriving on the scene at a very late date). At all times
the cardiaal ideal which motivated the seminars had little or mnothing to do with
selection of the final United Nations fellowship candidates. In fact, the ideal of a small
community participating in an intensive eight week “life cycle” was constantly
stressed.

The programs were so constructed that a proportion of each day was spent in
lectures concerning the general philosophic underpinnings to development. At the same
time, the majority of time was left open for discussions ranging from value systems
analysis to research techniques.

New conceptualizations, such as “value systems” demanded of the seminar
participants detailed self-analysis of attitudes held about their own culture, their
families, themselves. Inclusive, in the seminars, were also wide rangitg discussions of
developmental concepts as historic continuums, varying approaches to seeing a socity,
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