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such as Taiwan is fast becoming, should emerge from all the seminar programs as

well as other associations implicit in programs of community development. Too, I hope

that individuals will begin to see their own roles in the community, as mid-point

between the present and the future, so that they become truly sensatized to the

importance of their task in"the process of development. This kind of interaction is the

best sort of education. It not only involves learning new ideals but makes us all

begin to take deeper looks into ourselves and into the kinds of human beings we are,

as well as the kinds of impacts we make on our community.
Important to note is that these kinds of training methods, theses curricula, these
approaches are not for the sake of engaging in philosophic argument. Quite the opposite.

We must try to grow by learning some new concepts so that we can open our minds

to the idea that we are truly part of a community, cutting across all sectors in the

nation. People must become sensatized to their role in the community so that they see

that role as one part of the process of belonging to to a community undergoing, by
the enormous forces of history and physical life, a continuous process of development.
If training is successful, it may give people tools to come to grips with some of these
forces, harness them too their will, use them positively, understand their roles in the
process and become, as a result, better people, better community members. Then the
people of Taiwan can begin to spell out goals that are much more significant than
pure and sheer survival.

Community Development means just that... to develop a whole community... to

help point in the direction that makes the lives of the people in a “community”
more meaningful.oln the process, the people must preserve that which was beautiful in
their lives and in their history, EJecome sensative to needed change, become aware of
their responsibilities in their respective roles and, more importantly, as members of
one community. The process is not difficult to control once it is understood. It is my
hope that, as Taiwan continues its spectactular physical growth, it uses CD training
to begin to understand the process of human and social development that affects all
its citizens to make it serve their lives and their needs.

It is the people, all of them, who truly count in this process of development.
Development is meant for all the people... all the members of this community to

become, Taiwan!
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While there is no one accepted theory of community development nor is there even

one accepted method of community development, there are, nonethless, irreducible
e,

philosophic premises. What seems to be true in one part of the world, what seems to
/NV\“‘A
work in one country, does not necessarily hold in another. But, this is of small
relative importance. Certain truths, certain irreducible philosophic ideals are
world wide in their basic assumptions. This is true in Taiwan as well as elsewhere.

These ideals are:

@People must believe that CD programs are honestly and really intended to
.
better their lives...materially, socially, emotionally and humanely.

@People must not only participate in the final process of development but all

along the line, as part of the formulation of the plan. People must be consulted,
to determine their real needs and must be kept informed, honestly and openly,
of the details and directions of development. _

3. Development must focus on the total human being, taking into account our real

human frailties, our human needs, our human weaknesses, as well as our human
strengths. Goals, therefore, must not demand of people more than is humanely
possible!

4. Governments must lead people, both by example and expertise, must help people

to better their lives, but under no circumstances must it use people except to

.

the benefit of the people — not to benefit only particular groups in society!

Development, therefore, must be a process leading in the direction of giving people’s
lives some greater meaning, in the midst of the rapidly changing world that characterizes
Taiwan. These meanings can run the gamut from material betterment a deep sense
of spiritual fulfillment. To have a job, or a house, or better food, or a school or good
health is not enough. To feel that these are giving one the opportunity to understand

and to better one’s life is the beginning of personal and, in the long run, true social

and true community development. When individuals in Taiwan benefit, the community

of Taiwan benofits.. when the community is bettered it must reflect the fact that
enrichment of all the individuals in that community has taken place.

This whole program, our experimental seminars in Linkou, in Keelung in Taichung,
intended to take some of the most important groups in the community... the ones who
act as transfer agents to children. and adults in their society... and explore together
the ways to give greater meaning to all of our lives. A hope that some fundamental

understandings of the processes involved with life in a dramatically changing society,
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THE REAL MEANING OF

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BY DR. LEON SINDER
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The world of Asia is, in many ways, very old.  Chinese scholars talk about, and
think about, from their vantage point, of {our thousand years of history. Yet, at the
same time, the Asian world is so very new ard young. Most of its population is
young, much of its social systems are in dramatic change, _ many of its ideas are
having to undergo change, many of its ideas are having to adjust to the forces that
are shaping the world of the 21st century.‘Obviously Chinese society, because of the

depth of its own traditions, must take a hard and long look at the directions it is
going before the forces of history make it lose some of its precious heritage; the
things which made this part of the world acknowledged as an area of genius, good
breeding, manners and brilliant scholarship.

This century has seen a virtual revolution in the way people work, because of
industrialization; the way people think, _because of mass communications;‘ the way
people see the world, because of popular education;‘the way people see the future,
because of fhe tremendous impact of preventive medicine and the growth of a youth
population; the way people see themselves, because of the spread of popular voluntary
participatory political action.v Taiwan must, therefore, come to grips with the directions
that its world, in general, and its society, ir_1 particular, is going. Hence, the
beginnings of this new science-new ways of seeing reality-called Community
Development.
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