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Abstract

Since 1982 more than 26 years, cancer has become the first one among ten
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reasons of death. Nearly 40,000 people died of cancer and people get cancer at
much younger age. In Taiwan, the number of cancer patients from the age of 30 to
59 increases 81% during these ten years. And besides, most of their children are
under 18 years old.

Adolescent children are a special group no matter in physical, mental or
cognitional development. Compared to other age groups, they are apparently
anxious and maladapted. In addition, they more easily assume housework and
emotional care for their family because of their parents with cancer. Thus the
adolescent children’s life cycle tasks are influenced and they will have trouble
dealing with their daily lives.

This paper discusses the impact of parents with cancer on adolescent children’
s attachment. The results show that it is necessary to do research on the topic of
adolescent girls who play the parental role. At the meantime, family chores and
roles should be arranged based on children’s development. Furthermore, parental
function can be enhanced by family—centered intervention, policy making and
resource connecting. And adolescent children should be integrated into service

system to prevent from numerous problem caused by cancer.

Key words: parents with cancer, adolescent children, attachment
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