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Abstract

Since the establishment of Juvenile Criminal Law in Taiwan in 1962, juveniles in need of
supervision (JINS) have been subject to protect and penalize. Debates on the treatments of
JINS remain especially in the academic, judicial and welfare practitioners. The paper argues
that politics is more relevant than theory for the government to choose the treatment models.
Our papers begins with an analysis of the changing legal content of JINS in Taiwan history and

follows by arguing how the debates in literature ignore the possible dynamics of moral panic
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and risk governance. The paper believes that the penalization of JINS in Taiwan comes
mostly from a true moral panic on at-risk youth, however, the treatment indicates a “pseudo”

risk governance which has no theoretical base on actuarial justice and/or risk management.

Keywords: juveniles in need of supervision, moral panic, risk governance, risk management
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