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Abstract

This paper will discuss the basic concept of community and the systems existed in the
community. The community is a context and settings for social worker to engage in profes-
sional practice. The first section will discuss the brief history of community study. The second
section will define a community based upon a locality concept or a concept of interest. The
third section will analyze the community systems based upon social system theory, ecological
system theory, and a center of power and conflicts. The fourth section will explain the new

concept of virtual community or the computer-mediated community. The fifth section will
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discuss the relationships between community and social work practice. How to promote com-

munity functions and to enhance the social-economic justice for all people in community.

Conclusion will suggest that all social workers should study the concepts and systems of

community in order to achieve their mission of social reform and helping people in commu-

nity.

Keywords: Gemeinschaft, Gesellschaft, Community of Interest, Social Systems, Ecological

Systems, Social Capital, Community Power, Community Conflicts, Virtual Com-

munity, Computer- Mediated Community.
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