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Abstract

Background Child developmental delay has been considered as "abnormal" in Taiwan
from the medical point of view. To provide the necessary “treatment” and “correction” the
phenomenon of developmental delay, most children received “medical” early intervention ser-
vices in the hospitals. However, the medical model-based service ignores the barriers resulted
from the social structures such as the service systems and social culture including the needs of
children and their families. And social workers seem to lose their professional values and mis-

sion, that is, focus on how person in social situations. Methods and analysis Through the case

examples, this article reflects what the experiences of children with developmental delay and
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their families received “hospital treatment” and the impacts has been affected the children and

their families. Findings and Implications Through analyses of social workers working at the

hospital units show that keeping medical care as the main body of early intervention services

social workers were even far away from the service users/clients, as other professionals. Social

workers working at the hospital units should come back to the missions of social work concern

and work “with” the children with developmental delay in particular their families, to move the

barriers of social environment instead of the impairement of the children.
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