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Abstract

This paper purports to study the practical experience of Community Caring Concern
Centers in the rural areas and to present an overview of the local government’s promotion of
Community Caring Concern Centers based on the experiences and the records of a social
worker. Data is collected through the use of field observation method of the qualitative re-
search and the case study subject is the Paoshe Community in Kaohsiung County. The social

worker participates and observes as a front-line practitioner and a record of his participation is
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well made. This paper proposes some reflections and recommendations upon the future devel-
opment of Caring Centers: first, the sustainable operation of Community Caring Concern Cen-
ters must base itself upon the fundamental arrangements related to human and financial re-
sources and a proper plan to train community volunteers; second, to inherit the experiences of
how community organizations develop social services depends upon encouraging and securing
the community cohesion; third, to develop Community Caring Concern Centers, community
organizations may form alliances through ‘outward connection’ in order to build up a mutual-
ly-beneficial mechanism. In addition, Concern Centers that are recognized as outstanding ac-
cording to government appraisal should serve as a bench mark of learning, inspiring the em-
powerment of neighboring communities and continuing their learning function.

Key Words: Community Caring Concern Centers, community care, aging in place, em-
powerment, alliance
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