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Abstract

On April 19, 2010 Taiwan’s media reported that a mother killed herself and her 13-year
old daughter. The daughter had previously asked teachers for help. The national media made
social workers the scapegoats for this tragedy. The author suggests instead that the case re-
flects pervasive and complicated problems in Taiwan’s society that should be confronted and
resolved -- rather than blamed on social workers. Only in this way can a social tragedy like this

be transformed into positive changes that might further the welfare of all Taiwanese.
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