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Abstract

According to the World Bank report Natural Disaster Hotspots: A Global Risk Analysis
publish in 2005, Taiwan may be the place on Earth most vulnerable to natural hazards. It is
thus vital to equip the Taiwanese with knowledge on the subject of disaster management. Dis-
asters are complex interactions between nature, the human-built environment and social
processes that lead to significant harm to people and their sustainable environment. The criteria
of disaster include: suddenness, unfamiliarity, unexpectedness, highly localized in scope, and
warning contexts varied. And the term disaster management refers to a series of process from
pre-disaster prevention, pre-disaster preparedness, disaster response, to post-disaster recovery.
Due to the increase world population and the global climate change, the risk of natural disaster
is certainly to increase in the 21th century. It is hence crucial for social workers to participate
in the research of disaster and to join effort in the pre- and post- disaster management process.

In this way, the severe harm caused by disasters may be reduced.
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