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Abstract

Based on the interview records, this paper analyzes and interprets the experiences of so-
cial adaptation and identity struggle of 11 Mainland Chinese brides in the Great Kaohsiung. It
concludes that the interviewed Mainland Chinese brides have adopted various strategies to
construct their self-images: to emphasize their similarities to local female citizens on the one
hand and to belittle the foreign brides from Southeast Asia and prostitutes from the Chinese
mainland on the other hand. Mainland Chinese brides usually use accommodative strategies to
reduce all the possible negative effects of their unique status on their lives. Since Mainland
Chinese brides spread out in the Great Kaohsiung Area, they have formed a powerful group to
advance their interests. Self impression management is a most widely adopted strategy for so-
cial acceptance.

Key Words: Mainland Chinese Brides, Identity strategies, impression management, Sym-

bolic Interactionism
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