TRHMEXGEREOF B R A
B EEEEEE NN SN
AR S BTGV e
DR %GB B MEL TABEE T
el BHeELIRTReERl =
A RER EEERIETE RS S
)i H BN BERB-ABNG %
ERATE SRR N WAl
At oe o koW - W OR%OE W
DB s oo s R OB R s o AR B
o EE T EEEWLTRAMNE UL
R g E R E = oM AER R W
LSS A E R RN R
SRR EamMUEENDRRE ER LK
L wmo@ ToM W om A E— - f A
2 BWo BEBHEBILAAZZF
C Mg Fzx2a_—-RO | RKE&EM®
T AR EE LR RN ER
WOH B om A - BMO® AKX
XH B R BED)— & — %8 F 5
FX BB AERFEL - AWM - = &
BEFRAEXBOEXLE - W E &
HAB P UBD RS LA RG B
Abstract

This study employed the measure of relative poverty and low income
households to describe the profile and change of poverty householdsin Taiwan.
The data used in this study came from the Survey of Personal Income and
Distribution in Taiwan conducted by Directorate General of Budget
Accounting and statistics during the period of 1983 to 1994. It has been
estimated that the 16-20% of the total population was living in poverty during
the period. The poverty rate in households for 1987 was 13.5% increased to 1
6.7% for 1991. The increasing poverty rate may be consistent w1th the high
price of stock, real estate and the wealth that was quickly accumulated.
Although the poverty rate was slowly decreasing by 1994, there were over
3.4 million people still in poverty. The major findings included:(1)Household
heads with aged people, lower educational level, working on farms and in non
-technical occupations, who are more likely to be poor.(2)Female-headed
households are more likely to be poor, particularly for the households of
younger single mothers and aged female-headed households. (3) Poverty was
most severe in rural areas, however, the occurrence of poverty is also in-
creasing in urban areas because many poor people in rural areas may migrate
to city areas to obtain better welfare benefits and te seek job opportunities.
Finally, future areas for research on household poverty should focus on the
influence of the labor market and industrial structure which affects the econ-
omic well-being of households and local poverty. Furthermore, the unique
needs of lower income households and latent poverty households should be
understood in order to improve soical welfare programs.

Keywords:Relative poverty, Low income households, Latent poverty households
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