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Abstract

The recent decision to reduce the limit of home
" care service from 24 hours per week to 12 hours per week
for the low—income frail elderly persons in Taipei City
has caused conflicts and controversy among the service
recipients, contracted service providers, experts, and
public policy makers. The residual thinking underlying
the government policy 1is critically examined and
deconstructed. It is argued that policy makers are
reinforcing the unnecessary professional division be—
tween social work and nursing, and are short-sighted for
short term cost saving without awareness of long term
loss. The European experiences, usually based upon a
universal model, provide an alternative and demonstrate
that an efficient and affordable long term care system
is possibly applicable. Besides, the constraints within
the current home care system of Taipei City are com—
pletely identified and the measures toward a universal
home care system for Taipei City are also presented.
This paper concludes with a plead that a shift from re—
sidual to universal mode of thinking requires efforts
of coalition built among voluntary groups to form a solid

political base to support a policy as such.
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