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Due to the globalization and population change, the welfare state had faced new risks, and
the government adjusted social policy to respond to the new risks in the past two decades.

This research is based on Esping-Anderson classification of the welfare state to compare
two types of welfare countries. France is the conservative welfare state which protected the
insider in the labor market. French government help the young citizens; who have limited
social experience; by adopting RMI program to provide them financial protection. On the
contrary, the United States; labeled as liberal welfare state, provided TANF program to assist
the single-parent families from becoming poor. Although these two nations have different
target groups to serve, they have the same basis of comparison, because these two nations
developed social policies for the poor from different perspectives. The purpose of this study
is to explore the differences between two types of welfare countries’ social security policy to
citizen’s civil rights, and whether or not these two countries have different views to help the
poor out of poverty. This study also analyzed 2006 and 2008 Taiwan policies to prevent
poverty and provided some suggestions.

Keyword: poverty, new risk, social exclusion, TANF, RMI
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