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Abstract

One of the imminent crises results from the falling birth rate in an ageing society is the con-
comitant shortage of labor force. Countries with falling birth rate have highlighted employ-

ment policies that encourage people to work at an older age and to promote better employment

prospects for older workers. In spite of its rapidly growing ageing population and the decline
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in its birth rate, in Taiwan, there is paradoxically a growing tendency for early retirement. The
phenomenon of early retirement has much to do with social circumstances as well as the retir-
ees’ will for employment. My aims here is to analyze the major factors that influence the em-
ployment of the older workers in an ageing society, and further to discuss the urgent demand for
the labor force participation of the old-aged workers on the basis of Ryder’s observation on the
three phases of the incomes of the old-aged. My conclusion is that the application of Labeling
Theory to the old-aged people is inappropriate since the side effect of stigmatization would en-
sue when the stereotypes are imposed on them. In other words, in face of the coming crisis of
labor shortage, we should cast aside the prejudice against the aged and adopt age-friendly em-

ployment polices and practices for the older workers in answer to the demand for labor face in

an ageing society. Furthermore, I suggest that we should absorb Japan’s successful experience

in dealing with the aged.
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