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Abstract

Academics started to turn their views to community during the impacts of “governance”. Com-
munity is a small spatial unit, a homogeneous social structure shared some norms, and the basic

unit of policy in the traditional analysis. In this approach, it seems community itself to lead to
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good governance automatically. In fact, there were few cases to proof this view in past year in
Taiwan. This essay argues community is better examined in the contexts of internal and external
circumstance which influence its development and have to overcome, otherwise could due to
failure governance according to Agrawal and Gibson. In internal context, because the commu-
nity is a public good for community members, there is some collective action dilemma. In the
external, because the special development in Taiwan local politics, local elites must share the
powers and resources. Thus it easily leads to conflict between local politics and community. I
argue the community will not develop until they overcome those key challenges. In fact, the ur-
ban communities are much easier to face those obstacles than countryside, and there are few
studies focus on urban community in Taiwan. This study interviewed some members of San-
Ming community to find out what strategies they adopted could lead community to successful

development and put it into basic governance effectively.

Keywords: community development, local politics, community development association,
collective action
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