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Abstraect

The policy of social work for elderly people tends to concentrate its efforts on long-term
care services in Taiwan recently. Beside of the policy of care services network system construct-

ing, the skills of care/case management are focused on in direct social services. However, so-

cial workers are still responsible for approaches of client’s emancipatory and advocacy. In
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Europe, the approach of the ‘independent advocacy’ has been very important issue in social care.
We should be aware of its rapid development as a professional social workers nowadays. Gen-
eral speaking, elderly people are easy to be ignored in the community and easy to be abused in
the institutions on the care process. An ‘independent advocacy’ gives the new concept that pro-
vides an alert and a safer system to protect elderly people in the community and in the institu-
tion. Providing a non-government, non-service provider but independent organization to protect
elderly people who need it are the most important function. Under the tide of Community Care
Concern Station Project issued by MOI, the voluntary works in the community are coordinated
with it. This paper introduces a concept of ‘independent advocacy’, in order to replace the tradi-
tional ways which may be only phone contacts or home visiting to elderly people initially. A
policy of ‘independent advocacy’ development may be emerged. The elderly abuses and ne-
glects may come an end in Taiwan in the near future.

Keywords: independent advocacy; social care for elderly people.
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