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Abstract

This paper examines three different models of family policy development in three western coun-
tries: United States, France, and Denmark. Using different approach to define women’s role in
family, in work, in society, these three countries develop its own family policy system. Ameri-
can government portraits women from traditional family roles as caregiver and mother, there-
fore, American family policy emphasizes on supporting families in poverty and special needs.
French family policy aims to increase women’s labor participation; therefore, the government

mandates the employers to provide employees generous paid maternal leaves and job protection

related benefits. To help French women balance family and work responsibilities, French gov-
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ernment also provides national childcare system to empower French women to work outside of
the family. Denmark goes beyond women’s roles in family and in work and sees women as citi-
zens as general. Thus, Denmark has the most comprehensive and generous family policy to
support women and every citizens with the basic needs including housing stipend, family allow-
ance, and national child care system and so on. These three different models, never the less, pre-

sent good examples for Taiwan in looking for the possible direction of future family policy de-
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